
FOR OVER 70 YEARS Fort HealthCare 
has provided exceptional healthcare 
to the people of Jefferson County 
and the surrounding communities. In 
2010 Fort HealthCare’s leadership 
recognized the need to take a more 
future-oriented approach to managing 
the health of our local population. 
Fort HealthCare changed its mission 
to improve the health and well-being 
of the community and its vision to be 
the healthiest community in Wisconsin. 
One of the ways this has been 
measured is through the County 
Health Rankings, a collaboration 
between the Robert Wood Johnson 
Foundation and the University 

of Wisconsin Population Health 
Institute. The annual County Health 
Rankings help counties recognize what 
influences the health of residents and 
how long they will live. Some of the 
measures include vital health factors, 
high school graduation rates, obesity, 
smoking, unemployment, access to 
healthy foods, the quality of air and 
water, income, and teen births in 
nearly every county in America. In 
Wisconsin this is measured among the 
72 counties. In 2012 Jefferson County 
was ranked 33rd in health outcomes 
and 34th in health factors. This was 
recognized at Fort HealthCare and 
the goal was to have a more positive 

influence on making those numbers 
better. There has been a tremendous 
shift in Jefferson County with the 
numbers trending in the right direction 
over the past few years. In 2016 
Jefferson County has climbed to  
8th in health outcomes and 13th  
in health factors. 

As Jefferson County’s premier 
provider of health services, Fort 
HealthCare is best able to positively 
impact the health of area residents. In 
this journey, Fort HealthCare joined 
together with each of its service area 
communities to develop coalitions to 
make this a reality. Fort Healthy, JUMP 
(Jefferson United Motivating People 
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to Wellness), Cambridge Wellness 
Collaborative, CHIC (Creek Healthy 
Initiative Coalition- Johnson Creek), 
W3 (Working for Whitewater’s 
Wellness), Lake Mills Wellness 
Coalition as well as Eat Here Eat  
Well (Healthy Foods for Our Schools) 
were established to work with the 
service provider’s in Jefferson County.

Charity Care

Assuring everyone receives the 
care they need is essential to our 
mission. Fort HealthCare works 
with community agencies and area 
employers to build sustainable 
strategies that reduce obesity and 
other chronic illnesses.

 Fort HealthCare partners with the 
Rock River Free Clinic. The mission 
of the clinic is to provide access to 
free health services through health 
professionals dedicated to caring 
for low-income and uninsured 

individuals. This partnership between 
Fort HealthCare, the Jefferson County 
Health Department and the Free Clinic 
Board allows the clinic to be open 
five days each week. Fort HealthCare 
is proud to partner in an initiative that 
increases access to healthcare.

 Operating like a typical medical 
clinic, the consistent presence of 
physician and nursing support 
throughout the week enhances 

continuity of patient care. Fort 
HealthCare sponsors a full-time 
physician at the Rock River Free  
Clinic and provides free laboratory 
and radiology services to patients, 
which was valued at $136,385 in 
fiscal year 2015.

 By leasing the medical office suite 
to the Community Dental Clinic for $1 
per year, we increase the likelihood 
that our economically disadvantaged 
friends get the care they need, when 
they need it. No one is turned away 
from Fort HealthCare due to financial 
hardship. In fiscal year 2015, Fort 
HealthCare provided more than 
$1.25 million in uncompensated 
charity care and $6.28 million in 
unreimbursed Medicaid. 

Fort HealthCare supports 
community wellness

As a nonprofit organization, Fort 
HealthCare exists to improve both 
the health of area residents and the 
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Healthy Wisconsin 2016 Rank by County
HEALTH OUTCOMES HEALTH FACTORS

RANK COUNTY RANK COUNTY
1 Ozaukee 1 Ozaukee
2 Calumet 2 Waukesha
3 St. Croix 3 Dane

8 JEFFERSON 13 JEFFERSON
43 Walworth 50 Walworth

LENGTH OF LIFE QUALITY OF LIFE
RANK COUNTY RANK COUNTY

1 Calumet 1 Ozaukee
2 Pierce 2 St. Croix
3 Ozaukee 3 Washington

5 JEFFERSON 17 JEFFERSON
43 Walworth 38 Walworth
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quality of life for all we serve. The Fort 
Memorial Hospital Foundation serves 
Fort HealthCare and the community 
by raising funds to support the health-
related efforts of both. Therefore, both 
Fort HealthCare and the Fort Memorial 
Hospital Foundation exert considerable 
time, energy and financial resources in 
this regard. 

Fort HealthCare provides 
sponsorship support to a variety 
of local organizations. In fiscal 
year 2015, sponsorships to local 
organizations offering health and 
wellness related causes totaled more 
than $110,000. This is money that 
stayed in the communities we serve.

Fort HealthCare partners with and 
donates to so many local organizations. 
Some examples include: Tomorrow’s 
Hope, Rainbow Hospice, American 
Heart Association, the schools districts 
in Jefferson and Walworth counties, 
Jefferson County Parks and Recreation, 
Rock Lake Activity Center in Lake Mills, 
Working for Whitewater’s Wellness 
(W3), the Cambridge Activities 
Program (CAP), Jefferson County 
Fair, The Boys and Girls Club of Fort 

Atkinson, United Way, University of 
Wisconsin Whitewater, local Farmers 
Markets, as well as several smaller 
grassroots organizations. If there is  
an event that promotes health and  
wellness Fort HealthCare is involved. 
We believe our support for local health 
and wellness events helps facilitate 
greater engagement in the overall 
health of the community.

Funds provided to these partner 
organizations are made available 
from the Fort HealthCare annual 
operating budget rather than from 
monies secured by donations to the 
Fort Memorial Hospital Foundation. 

Fort HealthCare also provides many 
free opportunities for preventative 
healthcare such as free cholesterol 
screenings, free blood glucose 
screenings, free educational seminars 
and classes, an on-line wellness library, 
Rock the Walk and Slimdown fitness 
challenges and a walking path at 
the hospital for citizens to exercise. 
To find out more about what Fort 
HealthCare offers for Community 
Health & Wellness you can visit 
FortHealthCare.com/Wellness.
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Who is Fort HealthCare?
Fort HealthCare is an integrated 
hospital and health system that 
attracts patients throughout 
southeastern Wisconsin. Fort 
Memorial Hospital is a modern, 
fully accredited, acute care facility 
with 82 licensed beds and more 
than 100 physicians on staff. 
Fort Medical Group, a subsidiary 
of Fort HealthCare, currently 
employs more than 70 physicians 
and nurse practitioners and other 
healthcare providers. Fort Medical 
Group clinics offer primary and 
specialty surgical care in Fort 
Atkinson, Cambridge, Johnson 
Creek, Jefferson, Lake Mills and 
Whitewater. Most major health 
insurance products are accepted. 
Fort HealthCare is a partner in the 
UW Cancer Center Johnson Creek 
and Advanced Pain Management  
of Fort Atkinson.



SCREENING MAMMOGRAPHIES PEDIATRIC WELLNESS PROGRAMS

DIABETIC SUPPORT
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Donations made recently to the Fort Memorial Hospital Foundation are helping  
families like yours get healthy and stay healthy. Last year, $42,050 was made available to fund  
projects that will improve the quality of life. Foundation activities benefitted your community in 
these ways and below are some highlights:

SCREENING MAMMOGRAPHIES are an important way to 
detect breast cancer at an early stage or verify that a lump 
is not cancerous.  In 2015, the Foundation provided free 
mammograms for women who can’t afford one when 
referred by their doctor.   

PEDIATRIC WELLNESS PROGRAMS help youth learn healthy 
habits at early ages.  Rail Yard Fitness, Movin & Losin and 
Camp 911 and PEP Rally are examples of the community 
programs for youth funded by donations this year.

MEDICATION ASSISTANCE was provided for 43 high-risk 
indigent patients when being discharged from the hospital.  
The program helped 35 patients avoid readmission in the 
next 30 days. 

SCHOLARSHIPS for area students and Fort HealthCare 
employees help to encourage people advancing careers in 
health care.  In 2015, the Foundation awarded $22,050 to 
16 students on behalf of our contributors.     

DIABETIC SUPPORT groups help children with diabetes 
meet one another and learn about managing their illness 
during lunchtime meetings with fellow students and 
certified diabetes educators.


